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From Mrs. Lynda Higgins
2020-2021 Principal at RCS
As we complete the 2020-21 school year, we have so much gratitude and
satisfaction. First, we are so thankful for the work of the teachers, students, parents,
school nurse, office staff, lunch crew and everyone in our school community. We all
worked together to complete a successful in-person academic year. Secondly, we are
so proud of our strong school community who came together during this difficult
time to provide the best opportunities for our students and to stay true to our
mission! Resurrection is a family who values strong faith, tradition of diversity, high
achievement expectations, genuine service and shared leadership which was so
naturally shown this year. We look forward to a smooth transition for the upcoming
school year.

2020-2021 REPORT

RESURRECTION CATHOLIC  SCHOOL

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

This report provides the community with information related to Resurrection's
academic performance, enrollment, and development efforts for the 2020-2021 school
year. It is an opportunity to share accomplishments and highlights, while also sharing
our plans for continuous growth and improvement.

Questions or comments regarding the 2020-2021 report should be directed to 
Felicia Holcomb | Director of Marketing, Development, and Enrollment 
 fholcomb@rcskck.org | O: 913-371-8101

From Mr. Kevin O'Brien
Incoming Principal at RCS, Effective July 2021
As I make the transition from Bishop Ward to Resurrection, it is astounding to me how
strong the community is at Resurrection, and how blessed I am to serve as the incoming
principal. As Catholic school educators, we are called to educate students' “body, mind
and soul in Christ”. That is on display on a daily basis here at Resurrection as I visit and
get to know faculty, staff, students, and families this summer. There is a high level of
professional and personal collaboration among faculty, and office and support staff work
diligently to ensure that every student and family member is treated with dignity and
respect. Summer school has offered incredible enrichment and learning opportunities,
and the new STREAM Lab, which broke ground this summer, will only further these
opportunities. Images of our faith are fully on display on our walls and in the halls, even
this summer, to show that Christ is completely present in our work. I am thankful for
Lynda and the Resurrection community for all they have done to help me in this
transition, and I look forward to serving the community of Resurrection next year and
beyond in order to ensure that our school community continues to be a beacon of light
and hope in Wyandotte County for years to come!

Report
Contents

 
Page 2

Who We Are
 

Page 3
Faith Formation

 
Pages 4-6
Academic

Achievement
 

Page 7
Finances

 
Page 8

20-21 Additions
Coming in 21-22

 
Pages 9 - 10
Our Partners

Board of
Trustees
Susan Carroll
Mary Doyle
Bob Joerger
Lynn Malir
Bob McCall

Kim Reichmuth
Lucy Moreno 
Mindy Rocha
Karen Sneed

Lilli Zarda
 



OAKRIDGE HOLDINGS |

Living Shared Faith
Embracing Diverse Tradition
Inspiring Individual Achievement
Celebrating Genuine Service
Answering the Call to Lead

Resurrection Catholic School at the Cathedral was formed in 2007 by the
Archdiocese's consolidation of three Kansas City, KS schools: All Saints, Cathedral
of St. Peter, and St. John/Holy Family. Each of these schools had established
traditions, born of their diverse ethnic heritages, which continue to be honored
and celebrated at Resurrection today.

Our mission at Resurrection Catholic School is to live Christ's love and to develop
our talents to serve Him always. We are a community that treats everyone with
respect, where children achieve academic excellence, where families actively
practice their Catholic faith and where the school and parish communities
support each other.
 
We live by our core values:

WHO WE SERVE

Year Established
2007

 
 

Years Operating
13

 
 

2020-2021 Theme
One Faith, One Family

 
 

Supporting Parishes
All Saints

Cathedral of St. Peter
Holy Family

St. John the Baptist
St. Mary/St. Anthony

 
 

School Colors
Red, White

 
 

Mascot
Griffin 

 
 

Signature Events
Taste of KCK

Sips for Scholarships
 
 

Teachers & Staff
34

 
 

2020-2021 Students
266

 

PAGE |  02 RESURRECTION CATHOLIC  SCHOOL

WHO WE ARE

Resurrection serves a diverse population from the Kansas City Community. During
the 2020-2021 school year, Resurrection served 266 students in grades PK3 - 8th
grade.

Home Zip Codes
66101 - 16%
66102 - 63%
66103 - 2%
66104 - 12%
66105 - 2%
66106 - 1%
Other - 4%

Racial Diversity 
Asian - 22% 
Black - 2%
Hispanic - 67%
Multi-racial - 1%
Other - 8%

49% female, 51% male
6% receiving Special
Education Services
86% Catholic, 14% non-
Catholic
50% English Language
Learners

Inclusion

FAST FACTS

77% of our students live in poverty (based on free and reduced lunch eligibility
numbers). To put this into perspective, to be eligible for free lunch, a family of 3 must have
an annual income of $28,000 or less. 
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Liturgy and Prayer: Students participated in weekly
Mass, watching live videos from the classroom. Classes
took turns attending Mass in-person at the Cathedral. 
Rosary and Stations of the Cross: Students
participated in weekly Rosary. During Lent, students
also participated in Stations of the Cross, including an
outdoor Stations of the Cross walk on Holy Thursday.
Special Days: Students led and participated in prayer
services and special days, such as the Washing of the
Hands ceremony, Feast of St. Blaise blessing, May
Crowning, and the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
 Religion Curriculum: In addition to the infusion of
Catholicity in all subject areas, students received
religious instruction from teachers on a daily basis.
Among many things, students learn about the Holy
Trinity, the Bible, Church teachings, the origins of
Christianity, the liturgical calendar, Sacraments,
morality, parts of the Mass, vocations, and saints. 
Sacramental Preparation: In cooperation with parish
communities, pastors, and parents, RCS helped
students prepare for First Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion, and Confirmation.  Preparation for these
sacraments included instruction during religion classes. 
Service to Community: We believe in putting our faith
into action through service. This year, students and
their Saint Communities wrote letters to parishioners
and community members that found themselves
isolated at home because of COVID-19. 
Teachers' Faith Development: Teachers constantly
engage in faith development, which includes starting
the day with prayer in the faculty lounge. Teachers
shared resources, engaged in book studies, listened to
podcasts, and shared about their faith journey. One
time per month, teachers had an in-service in which
they participated in prayer and study, led by a trained
School of Religion leader. 

From reading about a saint in English Language Arts,
marveling at God's creations in Science, to learning about
the early Church in Social Studies, students experience the
faith connection in all subject areas. 

RESURRECTION CATHOLIC  SCHOOL

FAITH FORMATION
2020-2021
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Tier 2
48%

Tier 3
43%

Tier 1
9%

Tier 2
44%

Tier 1
38%

Tier 3
18%

Teachers, with support of our coordinators, engage in student progress monitoring throughout the year.
Students' understanding and concept mastery informs instructional decisions. One method of measuring student
progress is through project-based learning, portfolios, informal assessment (e.g. teacher observation, discussion)
and formal assessments. The formal assessments Resurrection utilizes throughout the school year include iReady
Assessments (part of our Ready Math curriculum), DIBELS, and NWEA's Measurement of Academic Progress
(MAP). Below is a summary of pre and post data, demonstrating student growth and achievement. 

Tier 1: Student demonstrates at
grade level concept competency.
The goal is to have ALL
students in Tier 1.
Tier 2: Student struggles with
specific concepts, benefitting
from focused small group
intervention
Tier 3: Student concept mastery
is below-grade level, needing
intense intervention

The iReady assessments are
adaptive and determine student
eligibility for Response to
Intervention (RTI) for Tier 1, 2, and 3
instruction. The RTI indication is
based on students' concept and skill
knowledge. 
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
2020-2021 Highlights

Math: Fall 2020 iReady Scores Math: Spring 2021 iReady Scores

MATH

Conclusion: Across all grade levels, students' concept mastery and academic
performance is increasing in Math. By the end of the 20-21 year, 38% of students
were demonstrating at-grade-level performance in all areas of math (compared to
9% at the start of the year). 

Kansas State Assessments: Like all schools in the state of Kansas, Resurrection also completes the
Kansas State Assessments each spring. These scores are made available to schools and
communities in the summer. On average, when comparing our students' scores to other neighboring
schools, Resurrection students perform 30% higher on the Kansas State Assessments. 

30%
HIGHER

Math: MAP Growth Data
Students complete the Math MAP assessments 3 times per year as another means to inform teachers about student learning
and instructional needs. Below is a summary of student yearly growth (based on Fall 2020 scores and Spring 2021 scores). 

Growth projections based upon the mean
RIT based on NWEA norm-referenced
data. 

Conclusion: 67% of grades at
RCS exceeded the projected
growth norms by the end of
the 2020-2021 school year.

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/-/media/mainsite/files/i-ready/iready-rti-brochure-2019.pdf?utm_source=VanityURL_IRE-331999&utm_medium=WordofMouth_Multi-use&utm_content=intervention&utm_campaign=vanity
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/dibels
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
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READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS

Conclusion: Across all grade levels, nearly 100% of students demonstrated measurable growth throughout the year. 
 Specific areas of strengths and weaknesses have been identified for each student and will be targeted during the next
school year. DIBELS data can inform the tiered Reading instruction received, as well as indicate students who would
benefit from the use of our Wilson Reading Intervention curriculum. 

DIBELS is a series of short tests for assessing the acquisition of K-8 literacy skills, such as phonemic
awareness, alphabetic principle, accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. Below are test scores of some of our
emergent readers. End of year benchmark refers to students demonstrating concept and skill mastery
expected of students in that specific grade at the end of the year. 

ASSESSMENTS:  1  PIECE OF THE PUZZLE

While there is definite value in the information obtained through
standardized assessments, these formal assessments are only 1 piece of
the puzzle. A student's assessment score provides a snapshot. This
snapshot can be impacted by students' background knowledge, cultural
practices, language barriers, test taking skills, motivation, or simply how
the child was feeling that day. 

Because of this, Resurrection uses  formal assessments, ALONG with
project-based learning, student performance on hands-on activities,
discussion, and portfolios to measure growth and academic
achievement. 

Language Arts: MAP Growth Data
Students complete the Language Arts MAP assessments 3 times per year. Below is a summary of student yearly growth (based
on Fall 2020 scores and Spring 2021 scores). 

Growth projections based upon the mean
RIT based on NWEA norm-referenced
data. 

Conclusion: 86% of grades at
RCS exceeded the projected
growth norms by the end of
the 2020-2021 school year.
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SCIENCE

Conclusion: Nearly all grades tested in Science exceeded the grade-level norms projected growth. We believe this
exceptional growth and increase in academic performance is largely attributed to our STREAM initiative and the use of
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) and STEMscopes curriculum. Through expansion of our STREAM programming (e.g. STREAM
Lab, Makerspace, robotics) we anticipate continued growth from our students. 

Students in grades 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th, complete the Science MAP assessments 3 times per year.
Below is a summary of student yearly growth (based on Fall 2020 scores and Spring 2021 scores). 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
2021-2022: Resurrection will continue its efforts to increase student
achievement, academic performance, and becoming a STEM accredited school.

Growth projections based upon the mean
RIT based on NWEA norm-referenced
data. 

STREAM INITIATIVE
Science (Anatomy, Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, Ecology, Physics, Life Science, Geology)
Technology (Artificial Intelligence, Coding, Computer-Aided Design, Digital Tools, Networks, Simulations)
Religion (God, Bible, Charity, Church, Creation, Faith, Social Justice, Saints)
Engineering (Architecture, Building, Design, Engines, Machines, Robotics, Structures)
The Arts (History, Literature, Music, Painting, Philosophy, Public Speaking, Sculpture, Theater, Writing)
Math (Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Trigonometry, Probabilty, Statistics)

Resurrection's STREAM initiative, which includes Literacy in every content area, blends the following subjects:

Teachers present real-world problems, project-based learning, and support student collaboration. The end result is a
holistic education that prepares students for success in high school and beyond. Elements of the STREAM Initiative
include use of STEMscopes, Makerspace, Project Lead the Way, STREAM clubs, extended learning summer programs,
Math Hub, and guest speakers. Coming Fall 2021: RCS STREAM Lab. See page 9 for more information.
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Fundraising, Grants, Donations - 30%
Net tuition from families - 28%
Parish Support (from the 5 parishes) - 21%
CEF Scholarship Support - 14%
CEF KS Tax Credit - 7%

Revenue Sources
Most private schools' main source of revenue is tuition payments.
However, due to the number of internal scholarships needed to
make Resurrection an option for families, that is not the case for
Resurrection. Resurrection's revenue sources are as follows: 

Resurrection knows the importance of self-sustainability and fiscal
responsibility. Our principal and accountant meet regularly, in
addition to the monthly Finance Committee meetings. The Finance
Committee is made up of Board Members, parish priests, school
administration, and community members with expertise in the area
of accounting, banking, investment, and finance. Together, they
review, discuss, and approve the budget. 
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FINANCES
2020-2021

2020-2021 Major Grants Received 
 

Brown Family Charitable Foundation
$100,000 towards STREAM Initiative 

 
Cor Christi

 $28,400 towards boiler replacement
 

E.M. Kauffman Foundation
$92,000 for 2-year Extended Learning
Programs, Reading Coordinator, and

Reading Intervention Program
 

Kremer Foundation
$10,000 for Need-Based Scholarships

 
Sisters of Charity

$3,000 for Math Manipulatives
 

William A. McGowan Charitable Fund
$49,508 for 6-year Ready Math

Curriculum

RCS Expenses
For the 20-21 fiscal year, Resurrection's expense categories were:

Compensation and benefits (e.g. insurance) - 77.4%
Instructional Items & Technology - 5.7%
Utilities and Insurance - 5.4%
Cafeteria Expenses (breakfast/lunch programs) - 4.3%
Facility Maintenance- 3.4%
Office and Administration - 1.4%
Fundraising / Marketing Expenses - 1.3%
Student Activities & Misc. - 1.1% 2019: $109,859

2020: $133,306
2021: $130,046

2022 Goal: $150,000

Amount Raised 

2018: $28,000
2019: $31,492
2020: $49,897

2021 Goal: $50,000

We raised over $180,000 in
2020 from our 2 annual

events. This is roughly an
80% increase from 2018!

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
2021-2022 School Year: Resurrection is on track to have a 10% enrollment
increase, which will increase expenses. As a result, we are increasing our
fundraising goals for the 2021-2022 year and are continuing to explore
opportunities that will maximize the impact of each gift.

10% 
INCREASE
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Endowment Fund: An anonymous donor started the Resurrection Catholic School
Endowment Fund. Thanks to this donor as well  as donors from iGiveCatholic Giving Tuesday
campaign, there is $20,000 in the endowment. This is a great way to ensure that Resurrection
wil l  be serving the children of Kansas City for years to come. More information is available at
rcskck.org.
STREAM Coordinator: In 2021, Resurrection hired a STREAM director. The STREAM director
works with the STREAM Team to develop STREAM programming, curriculum, and after-school
programs. She teaches PK-8 Makerspace and is spearheading Resurrection's efforts to
become a STEM-accredited school.
Reading Coordinator: Thanks to a grant, Resurrection hired a Reading Coordinator to
develop our reading curriculum, analyze assessment data and evaluate practices, identify
students needing support, provide intervention, and support teachers. 
Wilson Reading Program :  Resurrection purchased the Wilson Reading program for reading
intervention and screening. This wil l  help teachers identify those students needing support at
an early stage, while also better understanding their individual needs. 
Boiler :  Resurrection had to replace its boiler system in the fal l  of 2020. Now, we have a
working, energy eff icient boiler system!
Deloitte Study: Resurrection worked with Deloitte Consulting as a part of a non-profit
program. Deloitte analyzed Resurrection data to provide a current state assessment on
Resurrection's donor engagement and fundraising efforts. This data is being used for strategic
planning.
Marketing Committee: Resurrection formed a Marketing Committee that meets quarterly to
discuss marketing strategies and performance, as well  as brainstorm ideas to support
enrollment and fundraising.
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ADDITIONS IN 2020-2021
OVERVIEW

STREAM Lab: June 1st marked the start of RCS's STREAM Lab
construction project. This space will be in the basement, and will merge
two rooms into one, all designed for interactive STREAM education.
Donations towards the STREAM Lab construction can be made at
rcskck.org/giving.
Principal O'Brien: Mr. Kevin O'Brien joins Resurrection in July as the new
principal. 
Raffle Fundraiser: Our parent-led raffle fundraiser will continue. Instead
of taking place 2 times per year, one large raffle fundraiser will take place
in September. 
Enrollment: Resurrection will serve over 300 students for the 2021-2022
school year. 
Accreditation: Resurrection will engage in an accreditation renewal,
which involves personal visits and data presentation.

IMPORTANT
DATES

2021-2022:  ON THE RADAR

July 25, 2021
Sips for Scholarships
Boulevard Brewery
Visit rcskck.org for more

August 24, 2021
New School Year Starts

September 2021 
Raffle Fundraiser 

January 29, 2022
Taste of KCK 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/nPRPL-OEMmAos8itxIeRmg
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We want to thank everyone for their support of Resurrection Catholic School. The
time, talent, and treasures that you share allow Resurrection to serve the families
of Kansas City!  

OUR SUPPORTERS

PARTNERS
Thank you to all of our partners who helped make Sips for Scholarships 2020 and
Taste of KCK 2021 a success. We are incredibly grateful for your generosity!

Cornerstone Partner
Loretto Foundation

Tradition Partners
Bank of Labor
Rich Sambol and Helen Skradski

Faith Partners
Tim and Mary Sue Evans

Knowledge Partners
The Cathedral of St. Peter the Apostle
John and MarySue Goza
Kevin and Kim Reichmuth
Kurt and Mary Doyle

Service Partners
All Saints Catholic Parish
Aristocrat Motors
Berkel
Bob and Amy Joerger
Church of the Nativity of Leawood
Dave and Pam Brill
Ethan Mavec and Amanda Vega-Mavec
Friends of Resurrection
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Joski Family
Kansas City Kansas Community College
Kerry and Lynda Higgins
Kissick Construction
Knights of Columbus #12093

Brown Family Foundation of Kansas City
Catholic Education Foundation 

All Saints, Holy Family, St. John the Baptist, St. Mary / St. Anthony, and St. Peter
the Apostle Catholic Parishes
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A special thank you to the following partners:

Learn more about our partners at rcskck.org/partners.

https://www.rcskck.org/partners
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Community Partners
Benedictine College
Bishop Ward High School
B&B Theatres
Chicago's 
Coterie Theater
Go Chicken Go
Grimaldi's Pizzeria
First Command Financial Services
Kansas City Zoo
Krizman's Sausage
Lucy Moreno
Saint James Academy 
Skradski Funeral Home
Turner Animal Hospital
Watkins Lithographic, Inc.

SIPS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 2021

Cornerstone Partner 
Bank of Labor

Faith Partners
Joski Family
Kurt and Mary Doyle
Tim and Mary Sue Evans

Knowledge Partners
John and MarySue Goza
Mark and Karen Sneed

Service Partners
Catholic Family Credit Union
Ethan Mavec and Amanda Vega
Friends of Resurrection
Knights of Columbus #12093
Megan Considine, Goosehead Insurance
Patton Leadership Consulting
Puente Marketing and Advertising
Solutions for Family Businesses
University of Saint Mary 

Community Partners 
Chicago's 
Cosentino's Food Stores
Grimaldi's Pizzeria
Mike Savage of SavArt
Tony Kovach

Service Partners Continued
Lilli Zarda
Mark and Janelle Hegarty
Mark and Karen Sneed
Megan Considine, Goosehead Insurance
Paul and Lynn Malir
Ray Evans, Pegasus Capital Management
Rick & Alison Clark, CE Water Management
Security Bank of Kansas City
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Solutions for Family Businesses
St. Ann Parish and School
Susan and Mike Carroll
Todd and Marion Brekke
University of Saint Mary 

YOU COULD 
BE ON THIS LIST!

Visit rcskck.org/sips-for-scholarships
to learn about partnerships or to

make a donation.

Thank you to our partners that have already committed to the 2021 Sips for Scholarships! 
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http://www.pattonleadership.com/
https://www.rcskck.org/sips-for-scholarships

